
HB 320 stands to improve communications between the
Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC)
and women’s health stakeholders by reinstating  the
Women’s Health Advisory Committee (WHAC). The past
WHAC provided a space for all stakeholders to share their
concerns, insight, and suggestions on how to implement
program policies without disrupting women’s health
services.

Reintroducing  the WHAC will allow this committee to
continue its important work guiding the development of
Healthy Texas Women (HTW) and the Family Planning
Program (FPP). These programs serve as the primary
safety net for low-income women in need of essential
preventive services such as well-woman exams, cancer
screenings, and contraception.
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This bill has been referred to the House Public Health
Committee. Passing through this committee would be the
first major accomplishment in this bill's progression. You
can find out if your Representative serves on the House
Public Health Committee with this search tool.

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENT

Ensure Texas has a strong qualified provider
network with the capacity to serve all women in
need of preventive health services.
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Here are some talking points you can utilize when talking
or emailing about HB 320:

The  s ta te ’ s  women ’s  hea l t h  p rog rams  have  gone  t h rough
t remendous  changes  i n  t he  pas t  10  yea rs .  
I n  t he  pas t  yea r  a l one ,  t he  Cen te rs  o f  Med i ca re  and  Med i ca id
Se rv i ces  app roved  t he  1115  Hea l t hy  Texas  Women  Demons t ra t i on
Wa ive r ,  and  t he  new  p rog ram componen t  Hea l t hy  Texas  Women
P lus  l aunched .  
HHSC has  a l r eady  imp lemen ted  seve ra l  po l i c y  changes  i n  Hea l t hy
Texas  Women  due  t o  t he  Wa ive r  app rova l ,  w i t h  l im i t ed
commun ica t i on  o r  oppo r tun i t i es  f o r  educa t i on  f o r  t he  p rov ide r
ne two rk
Prov ide rs  dese rve  t o  be  we l l  i n f o rmed  and  t r a i ned  on  how  these
changes  may  impac t  t he i r  p rac t i ce .  
P r i o r i t i z i ng  open ,  cons i s ten t  commun ica t i on  w i t h  women ’s  hea l t h
p rov ide rs  can  f os te r  imp roved  engagemen t  and  t r us t  be tween  the
p rov ide r  ne two rk  and  HHSC.  
The  bes t  way  t o  se rve  Texans  i s  w i t h  a  s t r ong ,  qua l i f i ed  p rov ide r
ne two rk .  The  Leg i s l a tu re  and  HHSC can  show the i r  suppo r t  f o r
p rov ide rs  and  commi tmen t  t o  t he  we l l - be ing  o f  Texans  by
re ins ta t i ng  t he  WHAC.


